DIOCESE OF SAN BERNARDINO

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
October 6-7, 2018
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we continue to come to grips with the past and present realities of the clergy sexual abuse crisis, | have
made the decision to make public the names of all priests who have ministered in the Diocese of San
Bernardino that have credible allegations of sexual abuse of a minor. The Diocese of San Diego, of which we
were a part before 1978, has also recently released the names of credibly accused priests. Many priests on
the San Diego list had assignments in our two counties in the years before we were a diocese and so |
encourage you to view that list in addition to ours.

| repeat my past encouragement that if you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a Church
minister, including anyone you see on this list, please come forward and report it.

Apologies, at this point, can seem hollow and | regret that because | can imagine how painful this has been in
the lives of many victims. Still, | do want to state my sincere apology.

QOur local Church has worked hard to address this problem. Now we have an entire diocesan ministry
dedicated to the protection of children and the education and training of all ministers about this issue. This has
resulted in a drastic reduction in allegations of abuse in this century, as the list will show.

While we will always bear the mark of this scandal, our failure to protect children in earlier years has ultimately
led us to a new awareness and an illumination of this terrible scourge on all of society. As the Lord Jesus
teaches us in Luke’s Gospel, “For there is nothing hidden that will not become visible, and nothing secret that
will not be known and come to light.” (Lk. 8:17).

May God continue to bless and strengthen our Diocese in this difficult time and may we continue in our
commitment to protect both children and adults from abuse, recognizing the inherent dignity of all whom He
has made.

In Christ,
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Most Reverend Gerald R. Barnes
Bishop of the Diocese of San Bernardino
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